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She was called



“Shinola,”
outside her name,
as slight against her
Blackness
by souls lost
inescapably in her dark
Attraction
and blinded by her
Radiance
in the sky.
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Her family name is “Lu”

Her face a smooth oval shape

Her skin a light olive color

Under her eyebrows like willow leaves
Her eyes were bright and clear

As the blue sky above -

Where | never saw a trace of fear or doubt
Where my childhood

Glimmered with a golden lining

In the raging storms of

A tragic revolution, which

She withstood, with

Her beauty and courage -

My haven on earth.
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Do you call yourself God-fearing?
Devoted to “do on to others” ?

Does your God condone your violence?
Your ignorance?

Your corruption?

Does your God hate your neighbor?
Like you do?

Does your God share your love?

For Prophets bearing “false witness” ?
Fueling your grievance fever.

Do you swallow the lies they regurgitate?
Do you really need a reason?

Are you truly a True Believer

of both God and Golden Calf?

Does the All-Knowing know you?

Do They love you as you are?

Does it matter that They are watching?
Your naked depravity.

Do you pray before you prey?

On innocents in this guilty world?

Do you have your God’ s blessing?

Or are you as Godless as you seem?
Did your father teach you



to beat, demean, and maim?
Is he proud of your cowardice?
Does your mother say “well-done son” ?

Did they train you in backwardness?
To feel bigger in your smallness?
Content with acts of uselessness?
Is your inner bully seething still
beneath your concealed surface?
Are you comforted in your criminality?
Stupefied by “superiority” ?
Simply insane? Or lost?
Who are you?
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